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George Beeler's father taught him that he could stick one of the cuttings into the ground and it would grow into a tree. FRI -~ Music Lesson; Donations Availabl..
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FRI  Summer Camps for Kids (June 6-...
June 2, 2022 29  cCharles M. Schulz ... | Santa Rosa, CA
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In order to provide more shade for humans and habitat for birds, animals and insects, a number of local 279 30 31 1 i 3

organizations are working together to increase the tree canopy over Petaluma parks, schools and streets. Q Seeallevents =+ Add your event

To assist in this effort, ReLeaf Petaluma was recently awarded a $90,000 grant from Cal Fire and California
Releaf to plant 300 trees in Bond, Glenbrook, Lucchesi, Southgate and Prince parks, as well as at the

Petaluma Sports Complex.

The planting will take place in the fall and will bring together the same coalition that helped plant 150 trees
in April in Wiseman Park, including the city of Petaluma, Rebuilding Together Petaluma and Petaluma

People's Services Center.

RelLeaf volunteer Ben Anderson is concerned about “heat islands” in Petaluma, places with large cement
areas and not enough trees. Anderson noted that such heat islands tend to be more prevalent in low-
income areas, and hopes that ReLeaf will soon be able to help mitigate the problem by planting event more

trees around schools and parks across all of Petaluma.

The focus is on planting native trees that won't need as much water once they're established and will cool

down areas with their shade, increasing the area'’s ability to deal with the drought.

Native trees help increase the biodiversity of local ecosystems, providing a healthier environment for all
living things, including humans. The increased tree canopy will also help sequester more carbon and

mitigate pollution.

George Beeler heads up the ReLeaf site planning committee, PLAY PETALUMA
incorporating his experience as an architect and drafting site EVERY THURSDAY

plans. For the $90,000 grant, he worked with Cindy Chong, the Weekly entertainment news and
superintendent of Petaluma Parks Department, to find events.

appropriate tree locations in parks with reclaimed water. He also

drew the site plans, maps and provided photos for the

application.
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Beeler began learning about trees when he was a kid watching
his father prune fruit trees on their property in Kentucky. His Read our Privacy Policy

father taught him that he could stick one of the cuttings into the

ground and it would grow into a tree. He has been enamored with trees ever since.

When he learned that ReLeaf Petaluma was interested in helping get trees planted on the Petaluma High
School campus, from which he lives across the street, Beeler was hooked. Although everyone involved
agreed that planting trees on the campus was a good idea, there was a problem finding the water needed
for the trees in their first few years. Since Beeler has a well with non-potable water on his property, he
volunteered to supply the water for the trees. Through much trial and error, he determined that the best

way to get water to the trees was to run a line across the street to the school.
Some of Beeler's neighbors have also joined in to help with the waterings.

To achieve similar successes elsewhere in town, ReLeaf is currently working on ways to bring in volunteers
to help with the care and watering of new trees during their first three years of growth. ReLeaf's new Tree
Stewards will be trained and will work in teams of two. After a planting, Tree Stewards will schedule weekly
patrols to water and check on the trees, eventually decreasing to monthly patrols. If there's a watering

issue or other problem, ReLeaf will have experts ready to step in and help.

The new $90,000 grant also includes money allocated for
RelLeaf's Teen Tree Corp program. Teens will be recruited and
coached by Petaluma Peoples’ Service Center. ReLeaf's Teen
Tree Corps will provide an internship type of experience for
teens that might never have such an opportunity and who want

to explore working with nature.

Anderson will create and teach the Teen Tree Corp training

program with a classroom session and one or two field sessions.

RelLeaf hopes to obtain local funding to offer their signature

burrito meal with every training, so that mentors, instructors, teens and adult volunteers can share
experiences, interests and learn from one another. The teens will also be employed at tree plantings and

eventually help coordinate and train community volunteers.

Anderson, a consulting arborist with Urban Forestry Associates, has been instrumental in getting teens
excited about working with trees. In April, he worked with the Teen Tree Corps during the planting in
Wiseman Park. After the planting, Anderson participated in a mentoring workshop with teens where he

spoke with them about careers involving trees, forestry and nature-related careers.

Go to releafpetaluma.org for more information on getting involved and for ways to care for your own trees

to ensure they survive the drought conditions.

UPDATED: Please read and follow our commenting policy: Send a letter to the editor

This is a family newspaper, please use a kind and respectful tone.

No profanity, hate speech or personal attacks. No off-topic remarks.

No disinformation about current events.

We will remove any comments — or commenters — that do not follow this commenting policy.

RECENT STORIES

Scene in Petaluma: Photographer Hilarious ‘Mattress’ musical rules at ‘T'm still speechless’: Petaluma pilot Deaf pie baker from Petaluma makes
captures shot of bald eagle on the Spreckels wins airplane in sweepstakes new friends through learning foreign
river sign languages

OUR NETWORK

News Opinion Obits Sports Schools A&E Dining Events Guide Blogs

Find 1t Fast Other Sections Contact + Help Subscribers
Obituaries Real Estate Contact Us Manage Home Delivery
Arrest Logs High School Sports Work With Us Subscribe

Opinion/Letters Towns Advertising e-Edition
Blogs Public / Legal Notices Corrections Archives
Dining About Us Newsletters
Events Calendar Privacy Policy
Single Copy Locations Diversity Statement

Special Sections/Magazines

We use cookies to optimize your experience, analyze traffic, and personalize content. To learn more, please visit our Privacy Policy. Cookie Settings | | Accept Cookies



https://www.petaluma360.com/article/news/cooling-down-petalumas-heat-islands-with-shade-trees-garden-hoses/?artslide=6a#
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/news/cooling-down-petalumas-heat-islands-with-shade-trees-garden-hoses/?artslide=6a#
https://www.releafpetaluma.org/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/
https://www.sonomanews.com/
https://www.petaluma360.com/
https://www.northbaybusinessjournal.com/
https://www.sonomamag.com/
https://www.sonomamag.com/category/biteclub/
https://www.laprensasonoma.com/
https://www.sonomacountygazette.com/
https://www.petaluma360.com/news/obits/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/arrest-logs/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/opinion/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/blogs/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/entertainment/dining/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/events/?ref=footer
https://newsstand.petaluma360.com/?ref=footer
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/business/realestate/?ref=footer
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/sports/pdpreps/?ref=footer
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/news/towns/?ref=footer
https://www.capublicnotice.com/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/contact-us/?ref=footer
http://www.sonomamediainvestments.com/jobs?ref=footer
https://www.sonomamediainvestments.com/advertise/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/corrections/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/about-us/?ref=footer
https://privacy.petaluma360.com/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/news/sonoma-media-investments-diversity-statement/?ref=footer
https://santarosapressdemocrat-ca.newsmemory.com/ssindex.php?ref=footer
javascript:void(0)
https://privacy.petaluma360.com/policy/#do-not-sell
https://myaccount.petaluma360.com/?ref=footer
https://subscribe.petaluma360.com/?ref=footer
https://petalumaarguscourier-ca.newsmemory.com/?ref=footer
https://petaluma360.newsbank.com/?ref=footer
https://newsletter.petaluma360.com/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/commentsfaq
https://www.petaluma360.com/opinion/letters#contact
https://www.petaluma360.com/news/?ref=menu
https://www.petaluma360.com/opinion/?ref=menu
https://www.petaluma360.com/news/obits/?ref=menu
https://www.petaluma360.com/sports/?ref=menu
https://www.petaluma360.com/news/education/?ref=menu
https://www.petaluma360.com/entertainment/?ref=menu
https://www.petaluma360.com/entertainment/dining/?ref=menu
https://www.petaluma360.com/events/?ref=menu
https://www.petaluma360.com/blogs/?ref=menu
https://classifieds.pressdemocrat.com/?ref=menu
https://jobs.pressdemocrat.com/?ref=menu
https://adportal.pressdemocrat.com/adportal/classified/?ref=menu
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/an-art-gallery-in-a-big-rig-on-stage-gulch-road/?ref=moststory
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/news/home-depot-withdraws-application-at-former-petaluma-kmart-site/?ref=moststory
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/news/former-residents-of-steamer-landing-homeless-encampment-file-new-motion-aga/?ref=moststory
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/keeping-the-era-of-night-bands-alive-in-petaluma/?ref=moststory
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/things-to-do-in-sonoma-county-july-29-aug-7-2022/?ref=moststory
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/scene-in-petaluma-photographer-captures-shot-of-bald-eagle-on-the-river/?ref=recent
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/hilarious-mattress-musical-rules-at-spreckels/?ref=recent
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/petaluma-resident-wins-surprise-airplane-giveaway/?ref=recent
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/as-covid-closed-in-his-world-expanded-beyond-the-borders/?ref=recent
https://www.petaluma360.com/news/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/opinion/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/news/obits/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/sports/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/news/education/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/entertainment/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/entertainment/dining/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/events/?ref=footer
https://www.petaluma360.com/blogs/?ref=footer
https://www.facebook.com/Petaluma360
https://twitter.com/PetalumaArgus
https://www.instagram.com/arguscourier/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChXUbpeRVE3h4WotTfMKE2Q
https://www.petaluma360.com/entertainment
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/scene-in-petaluma-photographer-captures-shot-of-bald-eagle-on-the-river/?ref=TSM
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/hilarious-mattress-musical-rules-at-spreckels/?ref=TSM
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/petaluma-resident-wins-surprise-airplane-giveaway/?ref=TSM
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/as-covid-closed-in-his-world-expanded-beyond-the-borders/?ref=TSM
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/for-the-love-of-comics-6/?ref=TSM
https://www.petaluma360.com/article/entertainment/culture-junkie-making-art-through-making-connections/?ref=TSM
https://privacy.petaluma360.com/policy

